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The University of M ontana
University Communications

NEWS RELEASE

Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

Sept. 15, 1992
UM TO HONOR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AT HOMECOMING
MISSOULA Seven University of Montana graduates will receive Distinguished Alumni Awards
Thursday, Sept. 24, for bringing honor to the University, state or nation.
Pan of UM’s Homecoming celebration, the awards ceremony will take place outside Main
Hall along with the traditional Singing on the Steps and announcement of the Homecoming king
and queen. The events will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Homecoming festivities, centered around the "See U in September" theme, will continue
through Sept. 27.
This year’s distinguished alumni and their current hometowns are Manon McGill Smith,
retired librarian. Stanford, Calif.; John Shaffner, TV producer, Los Angeles; Dr. Roger A. West,
facial reconstruction surgeon. Bellevue, Wash.; Julie Sullivan, newspaper reporter, Spokane,
Wash.; James R. Browning, chief judge emeritus of the Ninth Circuit Court ol Appeals, and his
wife, Marie Rose Browning. Mill Valiev, Calif.; and George Remington, retired newspaper
publisher. Columbus
Smith, who earned a bachelor’s degree in library science in 1938, directed the J. Hugh
Jackson Library of Business for Stanford University’s Graduate School of Business from 1957 until
her retirement in 1979. Dunng her tenure, the library’s endowment grew from $140,(XX) to
$75(),(XX), the collection from 24,(XX) to over 250,(XX) volumes, the budget from $39,(XX) to
-more-
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$500,000. In 1972, she received an International Biographical Directory’s Women of Achievement
Award.
Shaffner, who got his start in theater at Missoula's Sentinel High School, received a
bachelor of fine arts degree from UM in 1974 and master of fine arts degree from Camegie-Mellon
University in 1976. He won Emmy Awards in 1991 and 1992 for an direction of TV specials by
magician David Copperfield and has done design work for the Seattle Repertory Theatre, Los
Angeles Opera Repertory Theatre and New York Shakespeare Festival. He recently finished co
designing the Jerry Lewis telethon for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, televised in Las Vegas
over the Labor Day weekend.
West, who grew up in Missoula, earned a bachelor’s degree in pharmacy at UM in 1963,
then a dentistry degree at the University of Oregon. Four years of training in oral and maxillofacial
surgery led him to become a pioneer in the field of facial reconstruction surgery — a subject about
which he’s written and lectured extensively in the United States and abroad. He’s directed the
Northwest Center for Corrective Jaw Surgery, in Seattle, for over 10 years.
Sullivan, bom in Butte, earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism in 1987. She began her
career as a reporter for The Frontiersman, a biweekly in Wasilla, Alaska, winning several Alaska
Press Club Awards. She then worked for the Billings Gazette and in 1988 joined the staff of The
Spokesman-Review in Spokane, where she covers medical news. In 1991, she was one of only
five journalists nationwide to win an American Society of Newspaper Editors writing award. As a
result, the Poynter Institute for Media Studies published seven of her stories and a 20-page
interview with her in its book "Best Newspaper Writing of 1991."
-more-
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Judge James R. and Marie Rose Browning graduated from UM in 1941, he with a bachelor
of laws degree and she with a bachelor's degree in zoology. Browning, bom in Great Fails and
reared in Belt, also received an honorary doctor of laws degree from UM in 1978. From 1976 to
1988. he was chief judge of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. He still serves as a judge in that
court. In 1991, he won the Edward J. Devitt Distinguished Service to Justice Award. His wife,
who was bom in Red Lodge and attended schools in Belfrv. is active in the American Association
of University Women. She recently chaired the Spouses Program of the International Federation of
University W omen's triennial conference. From 1976 to 1988, she also chaired the Spouses
Subcommittee of the Ninth Circuit Judicial Conferences.
Remington, a 1943 Anaconda High School graduate, earned a bachelor's degree in
journalism in 1950. Once the editor of the Montana Kaimin, U M ’s student newspaper, he later
worked for The Independent Record in Helena. United Press International, The Fresno Bee in
California and the Lee Enterprises state bureau. He eventually became editor and publisher of The
Independent Record, publisher of the Billings Gazette and president of the Montana Press
Association.

♦NOTE TO OUT-OF-STATE EDITORS: If you use any of this information in your publication,
we’d very much appreciate your sending us a copy of the clip. Thanks.
Contact: Mary Ann Campbell, alumni office, (406) 243-5211 or (406) 243-2488
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